Dear Friend,





                                

‘Progress and Action’ conference – Saturday 19 November

It is with great pleasure that the Stamp Out Poverty campaign invites you to our one-day international conference. We are most pleased to announce the participation in this event of some of the most renowned specialists in the field of innovative sources of development finance.  

Jean-Pierre Landau, whose report for President Chirac on new ways to fund development has opened up the political space for unprecedented progress in 2005.  An Air Ticket levy has been agreed by several countries and is due to be launched in February 2006.  This will be the first nationally collected, internationally disbursed, ring-fenced tax dedicated to international development.
 

Professor Avinash Persaud, Chairman of Intelligence Capital, former head of currency research at JP Morgan, is a leading UK foreign exchange expert. Once an opponent of the campaign, he is now one of a growing number of supporters from the finance sector, and will explain why his views have changed and why taxing the currency trade would provide an effective and appropriate revenue stream to finance development.
 

Professor Rodney Schmidt, one of the world’s leading architects of the modern Currency Transaction Tax (CTT) proposition, will be joining us from Canada. His work to show how the CTT can be implemented unilaterally and the tax collected at the point of settlement has created the foundations for the feasibility of the CTT proposal. Rodney will be reporting on new leading-edge research he is currently undertaking.

At the conference Stamp Out Poverty will launch a short report giving a detailed response to counter the outstanding issues the UK Treasury has with our proposition for a stamp duty on sterling currency transactions, which they recently conceded for the first time is 'technically possible'.

The day will be divided into 2 distinct halves. The morning will concentrate on Progress and comprise presentations and question and answer sessions. The afternoon will focus on Action and be more interactive concentrating on how to take concrete next steps on both the CTT and other innovative tax initiatives in the UK, Europe and globally.

The event takes place from 10.00am - 4.30pm on Saturday 19 November at Camden Town Hall, Judd Street, London, WC1 (tubes: Kings Cross and Euston). Please see map overleaf. Registration opens at 9.30am. Sandwiches will be provided at lunchtime and tea & coffee on arrival and during breaks.

We very much hope you are able to attend this unique one-day conference.  Please RSVP to Simon Chouffot on 020 7620 0757, or email schouffot@stampoutpoverty.org. I look forward to seeing you on Saturday 19 November at what promises to be an excellent event. 

Yours sincerely,
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David Hillman – Stamp Out Poverty Coordinator[image: image1.png]
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